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In this Issue: 
 
► List of Upcoming Events 
 
► Announcement of NJTL 

Name/Logo  Change 
 
► CASE Grand Slam Tennis 

Jam 
 
► Staff Updates 
 
► NJTL Spotlight—

Sheridan Snyder 
 
► USTA Recreational 

Tennis  Grant Recipients 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
► Tennis Leadership Camp 

July 21 – 27; University of 
Denver, Denver, CO 

 
► Arthur Ashe Essay 

Contest Weekend 

August 28 – 30, New 
York, NY 

 
► Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day 

August 29, USTA Billie 
Jean King National 
Tennis Center, Flushing, 
NY 

 
► Regional Rallies 

Throughout Summer 

Gearing up for the 40th, NJTL Gets a New Image  

 
“The NJTL network is an important resource 
the USTA provides and a key USTA initiative in 
our effort to grow the game amongst 
America’s youth,” said Kurt Kamperman, Chief 
Executive, Community Tennis, USTA.  “It 
provides all children, regardless of their 
background, the opportunity to maximize their 
academic potential while learning a sport that 
can last a lifetime.”   
 
“This rebranding and name change will serve 
to raise awareness of NJTL’s emphasis on its 
educational opportunities, and augment the 
USTA’s desire to service America’s 
underserved youth through both educational 
and tennis-related activities,” said Barry Ford, 
Director, Outreach and Advocacy, USTA.   
 
The re-brand comes in conjunction with NJTL’s 
40th anniversary, and NJTL chapters across the 
country will take part in a number of regional 
rallies throughout this summer.   
 
Registered NJTL chapters that want to 
download the logos, email njtl@usta.com. 

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y., June 1, 2009 – The 
USTA announced today that the National 
Junior Tennis League will be re-branded 
as the National Junior Tennis and 
Learning (NJTL) network. With the new 
name and logo, the 40-year-old network 
of community tennis associations will 
continue its mission of developing the 
character of young people through 
tennis and education.  
 
The re-brand will heighten awareness of 
NJTL initiatives and will also broaden the 
public’s understanding of the mission to 
instill in youngsters the values 
exemplified by Arthur Ashe throughout 
his life – humanitarianism, leadership, 
and academic excellence.   
 
Founders Arthur Ashe, Charlie Pasarell 
and Sheridan Snyder established NJTL in 
1969. Since then, the NJTL network has 
grown to include over 550 chapters 
which serve over 220,000 youth 
annually.  NJTL chapters, which vary in 
size and scope, can be found in 46 of the 
top 50 U.S. markets, making NJTL one of 
the USTA’s largest community-based 
initiatives.  NJTL chapters are supported 
by the USTA through grants, awards, and 
various learning opportunities.  NJTL 
chapter leaders and participants have 
the opportunity to take part in a number 
of core programs, including the Tennis 
and Leadership Camp, the Arthur Ashe 
Essay and Art Contest, Arthur Ashe Kids’ 
Day, Regional Rallies, a scholarship to 
the annual USTA Community Tennis 
Development Workshop, and low-cost 
insurance.  
 
NJTLs are charged with providing free or 
low-cost programming for youth during 
out-of-school time that combine tennis 
and education to help keep kids safe, 
healthy and strong. Key NJTL initiatives 
include the Community Building 
Initiative, the Capacity Building Program, 
and the After-School Intermediary 
Project. 

Above: NJTL Style Guide 
Below: Logo for individual chapters, indicating affiliation with 
network 



 

The Official NJTL Newsletter; Spring 2009 Issue 

 CASE and HTA Partner With USTA/NJTL at Men’s Clay Court 
Championships. Reach more than 300 Youth. 

The Cooperative for After-School 
Enrichment (CASE) After-School Tennis 
Association, an after-school tennis program 
for elementary and middle school students 
in Houston, TX, held its second Annual 
Grand Slam Tennis Jam on April 6, at the 
Homer Ford Tennis Center at MacGregor 
Park.  CASE After-School Tennis Association 
– now a member of the NJTL network – 
gave over 300 students the opportunity to 
practice with professional tennis players and 
instructors at The Tennis Jam.  The Mayor of 
Houston was on hand to proclaim the day, 
“Tennis Day” in Houston.  In addition, the 
students had the opportunity to attend the 
US Men’s Clay Court Championships at the 
River Oaks Country Club.  It was a fun-filled 
day for the participants who were inspired 
by witnessing world-class professionals 
compete. 
 
This alliance, which started with 20 after-
school sites in 2007, now boasts 62 after-
school sites with more than 1,000 students 
in seven school districts.    
 
Along with CASE in Houston, successful 
after-school intermediary alliances are also 
established across the state of New Jersey, 
and in the cities of Providence, RI and 
Washington, DC, and St. Louis, MO.  There 
are plans for future alliances across the 
state of Georgia, Washington state, 
Charleston, SC, Los Angeles, CA, and New 
Orleans, LA.  

 

We are pleased to announce that Ellen Louis has returned to USTA Outreach & 
Advocacy as Coordinator, NJTL Special Projects.  Ellen served as Outreach 
Coordinator from 2002 – 2006.  In that role she played an integral part in 
expanding and developing many of our NJTL procedures including NJTL 
registration, Arthur Ashe Essay Contest and Arthur Ashe Kids Day.  Ellen also 
served as liaison to not only the NJTL committee, but to USTA departments such 
as Pro Circuits, IT and USTA Serves. 
  
Ellen left USTA briefly to serve as Communications Director for USTA Eastern, 
Inc.  We are happy to have her back on the Outreach & Advocacy team.  In her new 
capacity Ellen will be provide support for the Community Building Initiative as well 
as other NJTL projects and events. 

Ellen Louis Returns to USTA/NJTL. 

Above Left: Players  sign autographs for participants. 
Above Right: Houston Mayor, Bill White, greets Barry Ford, USTA Director of Outreach & Advocacy  
Below: Volunteer poses with two HTA participants. 
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NJTL SPOT LIGHT: Meet Sheridan Snyder, NJTL Co-Founder, 1969 

In April, Sheridan “Sherry” Snyder was 
inducted into the Eastern Tennis Hall of 
Fame.  As one of the founders of the 
National Junior Tennis & Learning (NJTL) 
network, we congratulate Sheridan and 
celebrate this outstanding recognition.  
The following is an excerpt from a profile 
written by Nancy Gill McShea. 
 
Sheridan “Sherry” Snyder’s longtime 
tennis friends say that he created a legacy 
in the sport when he co-founded and 
supported the National Junior Tennis 
League (NJTL) in the late 1960s.  Sherry 
got the ball rolling at the Harlem River 
Playground and today the USTA operates 
the program in 390 cities and reaches 
220,000 inner-city children.  
 
“Arthur (Ashe) and Charlie (Pasarell) 
challenged me to try to impact grassroots 
tennis,” Sherry said.  “They sent me a 14 –
page memorandum they had written on a 
yellow pad and helped me raise money to 
get it started.  Les Fitz Gibbon, a president 
of Eastern, suggested that we create a 
‘little league’ of tennis, with uniforms.  I 
organized the first chapter at the Harlem 
playground, used it as the beta site while 
developing the scoring…team orientation, 
matches without instruction, etc…” 
 
“Sherry developed ideas into viable 
businesses and did the same thing for the 
NJTL,” said Skip Hartman, who sponsored 
a site in 1970 and was appointed the 
president of the NYJTL in 1971.   
 
“Sherry’s expertise is bringing a product 
to market,” said Ray Benton, who 
managed the national NJTL program in its 
early years in Washington, DC.  “Sherry 
knew how to spot a good idea and made a 
career out of giving ideas structure, and in 
the case of the NJTL, setting up local 
organizations.” 
 
“Sherry is creative, he conceptualizes and 
then he executes, which is the hard part,” 
said Donald Dell, whose company ProServ 
enlisted Coca Cola to be the NJTL’s first 

corporate sponsor.  “We all had a 
different role.” 
 
Sherry now says:  “I explained to the 
committee that this was a novice 
program, that the kids would have 
team names like the Tigers, wear red 
and blue uniforms and have intra-park 
competition to get them started.” 
 
Neil Amdur publicized the program in 
The New York Times. “With all of the 
problems of reaching youngsters 
interested in learning how to play,” 
Amdur wrote, “it took a dynamic 

CTA/NJTL Web Benefit Survey: 

Complete the survey to help us  
determine the right web benefits for 
the network. On-going. 
► Survey:  http://vovici.com/l.dll/

JGs83B583B561lmsD9U307997J.h
tm 

 
NJTL Success Stories: 

Tell us your success stories! Your 
stories will become the framework of 
our NJTL at 40 celebration.  On-going . 
► Say something here: http://

vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/3374g3d71d  
 
Arthur Ashe Essay and Art Contest: 

If they are an NJTL participant under 
the age of 18, then they are eligible to 
write or draw about what this Arthur 
Ashe quote means to them: “From 
what we get, we make a living; what 
we give, however, makes a life.”  
Submissions due July 10. 
► Learn more here: http://

www.usta.com/njtl     

 Other Reminders 
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Easterner, Sheridan G. Snyder… to 
shake the group from its lethargy 
with a candid explanation of his mass 
program for reaching youngsters in 
the inner-city.” 

Above : Sherry Snyder in Harlem, 1969. 

Above: Sherry Snyder, inducted in to the Eastern Tennis Hall  
of Fame, April  2009. 
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This year the Recreational Tennis 
Division pooled together financial 
resources to create a new series of 
grants to be distributed on a semi-
annual basis.  The Recreational Tennis 
Grants are aimed at non-profits who 
are well-established in their 
communities and committed to 
increasing tennis participation, support 
tennis programming and foster 
diversity among participants.  Any non-
profit organization is eligible to apply 
for these grants, regardless of 
affiliation with the USTA, including 
Parks and Recreation agencies, 
YMCA’s, USTA NJTL Chapters and 
entire school districts. 
The Recreational Tennis Grants have 
two distinct award opportunities. The 
Community Partnership Investment 

Program/Project Support Recipients 
► A’s and Aces, New Orleans, LA 
► Annapolis Area Tennis School, Annapolis, MD 
► Atlanta Community Tennis Fndt., GA 
► Batavia Youth Bureau, Batavia, NY 
► Billings Tennis Assoc., Billings, MT 
► Capital Region Youth Tennis Fndt., Albany, NY 
► Charlottesville Tennis Patrons, Charlottesville, 

VA 
► City of Cook County Tennis Assoc., 
► Grand Marais, MN 
► Embrace Your Dreams, Bethlehem, PA 
► Fall River Community Tennis Assoc., Fall River, 

MA 
► Grenville Baker B&G Club, Locust Valley, NY 
► Harlem Junior Tennis & Edu., New York, NY 
► Lakeshore Tennis Assoc., Merrillville, IN 
► Latin American Yth Ctr, Washington, DC 
► Long Island Fndt .for Edu., Port Jefferson, NY 
► McAdams Comm. Tennis Fndt., Wichita, KS 
► McPherson Advantage Junior Tennis, 

McPherson, KS 
► Net Results, Denver, CO 
► NJTL of Indianapolis, IN 
► Prince George’s Tennis & Edu.,Upper 

Marlboro, MD 
► Prospect Park Alliance, Brooklyn, NY 
► Ricardo Flores Magon Tennis Academy, 

Westminster, CO 
► Savannah Area Tennis Association, GA 
► West Islip Youth Enrichment Services, West 

Islip, NY  

NJTLs Benefit from New Grant Structure, On-line Application-Process 

Community Partnership Investment 

Recipients 
► Milwaukee Tennis & Education Foundation, 

Milwaukee, WI 
► Washington Tennis & Education Foundation, 

Washington, DC  
► Tenacity, Boston, MA 
► Fort Collins Tennis Association, Fort Collins, CO 
► Youth Tennis Advantage, San Francisco, CA 
► Portland After-School Tennis & Education, 

Portland, OR 
► Rodney Street Tennis Association, Wilmington, 

DE 

NJTL Mission Fast Facts 

award is given to organizations seeking 
to establish and develop community-
based partnerships to grow the game of 
tennis and have a clear vision for 
alliance building. The grant amounts 
awarded are between $10,000 and 
$50,000 and can be renewed for up to 
two years. Winning organizations are 
expected to match the USTA’s financial 
investment.  

The second grant opportunity, the 
Program/Project Support grants, are 
awarded to organizations seeking 
funding to support general tennis 
programming, project and equipment 
needs. These awards range between 
$2,500 and $10,000.   Nearly 60% of all 
Recreational Tennis Grants were 
awarded to the NJTLs, listed below. 

 

The Round 1 application for 2010 will be 
available in October 2009. Visit 
www.usta.com/grants for more 
information. 

NJTL develops the character of young people by 
emphasizing the ideals and life of Arthur Ashe.  NJTL 
chapters nationwide provide free or low-cost 
programming for youth during out-of-school time.  This 
growing network of community-based organizations 
strengthens the core of local communities by using 
tennis and education to help keep kids safe, healthy 
and strong.  NJTL chapters offer a variety of 
programming, such as tutoring, nutrition counseling 
and drug education – all centered on engaging and 

interactive on-court group activities.  While NJTLs vary in size and 
programming, they all share a common commitment to youth development, 
community building, and tennis as a lifetime sport. 

As of May1, 2009 

► The NJTL network has 550 chapters in 
46 of the top 50 metro areas 

► NJTLs reach over 220,000 participants 
ages 5-18 

► 69% of NJTL network participants are 
multicultural 

► 33 % of NJTLs have programming at 
school facilities 

► The combined budget of all NJTL 
chapters is $23,589,029. 

Support USTA/NJTL 

As an NJTL  supporter, you will 
keep kids out of harms way, 
provide them with a supportive and 
safe environment, and instill the 
values of hard work, education, and 
sportsmanship. Supporting NJTL 
supports the community. 
 
To find an NJTL in your area or learn 
more about the benefits of starting 
an NJTL program, visit 
www.usta.com/njtl, call 914-696-
7037, or email njtl@usta.com.  
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